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We present design criteria for the construction of a modified parabolic-

index fiber with intentional mode coupling. Mode coupling serves the

purpose of reducing multimode pulse dispersion and is accomplished by
introducing carefully designed index fluctuations into the fiber core or

by controlled "random" bends of the fiber axis. Radiation losses due to

mode coupling can be minimized by terminating the parabolic-index

fiber core in an abrupt index discontinuity. The additional modes intro-

duced by this step must be filtered out by periodic mode filters that consist

of parabolic-index fiber sections without the refractive-index step.

I. INTRODUCTION

In multimode optical fibers, light pulses are carried by many modes.
Such multimode operation limits the information-carrying capacity of

an optical fiber communications system because of pulse spreading.
At the fiber input, all modes receive part of the energy of the light

pulse simultaneously. However, at the fiber output, the light pulse is

stretched out in time because each mode (or mode group) travels at
a different group velocity. The length of the stretched pulse is pro-
portional to the fiber length. The amount of pulse spreading in a multi-
mode fiber depends on its construction. The dependence of the group
velocity of the modes on the mode labels is influenced by the distribu-

tion of the refractive-index profile of the fiber in radial direction. 1

Step-index fibers' typically exhibit more pulse spreading than fibers

with graded refractive-index distributions. Fibers whose index profiles

show a parabolic (or square law) dependence on the radial coordinate
have the property that all modes have nearly the same group velocity

so that pulse spreading on parabolic-index fibers is nearly minimized. 1

Our remarks so far apply to multimode transmission in perfect fibers

where each mode propagates independently of all the other modes.

* Step-index fibers have a core with constant refractive index and a lower index
cladding.
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Inhomogeneities of the axial distribution of the refractive index or

geometrical imperfections of the fiber geometry tend to couple the

modes among each other. Mode coupling has the undesirable con-

sequence that some of the power is coupled to unguided radiation

modes resulting in radiation losses.2 On the other hand, coupling of

the guided modes results in a continuous interchange of power be-

tween fast and slow modes so that a light pulse that is distributed

over all the modes assumes a new shape. Instead of spreading according

to the different group velocities of the independent modes, the light

power carried by coupled modes is forced to travel at an average

velocity and exhibits a narrower width, which spreads only propor-

tionally to the square root of the fiber length.3 Thus, mode coupling

can be intentionally introduced to improve the pulse performance of

multimode fibers.
4 However, this technique for improving the pulse

performance must be used with great care to avoid an unacceptable

increase in the power loss of the fiber.

To understand how mode coupling can be tailored to minimize losses,

it is necessary to consider the coupling process in more detail. Each

mode has a characteristic propagation constant (3M - The label M is

used to identify the mode. A unique mode designation requires that

M consists actually of two symbols representing the radial and azi-

muthal mode numbers. For simplicity, we combine the double label

in the single symbol M. As mentioned before, mode coupling is pro-

vided by some deviation of the fiber from its perfect geometry and

composition. 5 We use a function /(z) to describe the axial dependence

of the deviation of the refractive-index distribution or of the core-

radius deviation from their nominal, perfect values. In addition to

this function of the length coordinate z, we need its Fourier transform

which we define as

F(6) = lim {4= [

L

fW'dz
l-°° IVL Jo

(1)

Coupling between two modes labeled M and N is mediated by a

particular Fourier component of /(z) according to the law2

Pm ~ for = B. (2)

It is thus clear that two modes remain uncoupled if F(6) = for the

particular value required by (2). Furthermore, if the differences be-

tween the propagation constants of neighboring guided modes depend

on the mode number, F(6) 5*0 is required over a certain range of

6 values if all guided modes are to be coupled. Using these rules and

certain "selection rules," it has been demonstrated4 that most guided

modes of a step-index fiber can be coupled with very little radiation
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loss if the Fourier spectrum (1) is limited to a carefully selected range,

such that Fourier components exist for coupling the guided modes
according to (2), but that coupling between guided and radiation

modes [also obeying the law (2)] is prevented.

Mode coupling in parabolic-index fibers requires only a narrow spec-

trum of spatial frequencies 6 because the differences between propaga-

tion constants of neighboring modes are almost independent of the

mode label. This feature of the modes of the parabolic-index fiber

causes a problem since it makes it harder to discriminate between

coupling among guided modes and coupling from guided to radiation

modes. With an appropriate selection rule, coupling among guided

modes of the step-index fiber has the property that the differences (2)

increase with increasing mode number. 4 Cutting the Fourier spectrum

(1) off at a maximum spatial frequency 8 = 8max thus stops mode
coupling at a given mode number, so that coupling between guided

modes of lower order and modes with the highest mode numbers is

prevented. Since only the highest-order modes are near (in mode
number space) radiation modes, coupling between guided and radia-

tion modes is thus avoided. Because of the almost constant differences

between propagation constants of neighboring modes, this strategy

fails in the parabolic-index fiber.

We show in this paper that we may couple the guided modes of a

parabolic-index fiber and still avoid radiation losses by using a modified

parabolic-index profile. An ideal parabolic-refractive-index profile has

the form

n = 7i. [l - (^YA 1 M < "• (3)

r is the radial coordinate and A/a2 determines the gradient of the

index profile. The true parabolic-index profile cannot be realized be-

cause the refractive index of ordinary solid materials cannot be less

than unity. Typical parabolic-index fibers have index profiles of the

form

B=H x -Q*] wga
(4)

ii 2 = n (l - A) a ^ \r\ g, b
w

1 b ^ \r\ < co.

The cladding region a ^ \r\ ^ 6 is usually so thick that, mathe-

matically, we may assume b —» oo . The guided modes do not carry

significant amounts of power inside of the cladding region so that

they behave almost as if they were guided by the ideal index distribu-

tion (3). Modes with significant amount of power in the cladding region

are no longer guided but belong to the continuous spectrum of radia-
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tion modes. By providing a narrow Fourier spectrum of spatial fre-

quencies for the purpose of coupling the guided modes, we necessarily

couple the highest-order guided modes to radiation and lose power.

The situation is changed if we modify the index profile to the follow-

ing form

:

— f-^-O'*]
M = a

(5)

(w2 < Wo(l - A) a < \r\ ^ «

(6 = oo was assumed for simplicity). The index profiles of (3), (4),

and (5) are shown in Figs, la, lb, and lc. We divide the guided modes

of the index profile (5), shown in Fig. lc, into two classes. There are

modes whose field distributions are essentially limited to the region

^ \r\ ^ a. These modes have negligibly small field intensities in

the region
|
r

|
^ a and behave as though they belonged to the idealized

medium defined by (3). Because modes of this kind are essentially

the modes of the parabolic-index medium, we call them P-modes.

There are, in addition, modes of order higher than the P-modes whose

field distributions reach strongly into the region near r = a. These

modes are guided by the index discontinuity at r = a and behave

similar to the modes in a step-index fiber. For this reason we call them

S-modes. The differences (2) between neighboring P-modes are nearly

identical, while the differences between S-modes are much larger and,

if an additional selection rule is introduced, increase with increasing

mode number. If a narrow band of spatial Fourier components is pro-

vided to couple the P-modes among each other, S-modes will remain

uncoupled from P-modes and also remain uncoupled among each other.

Thus, we have achieved coupling among the P-modes and have im-

proved their pulse performance. However, if S-modes were allowed to

reach the detector, the pulse performance of the fiber would be de-

graded very seriously because of the different group velocities of

P-modes and S-modes and the large group velocity spread among the

S-modes. It is thus necessary to suppress S-modes before they reach

the detector. This can be done easily by adding at the end of our fiber

with index distribution (5) (or Fig. lc) another fiber section that does

not allow S-modes to propagate. A fiber with an index profile accord-

ing to (3), or Fig. lb, has this property.

The strategy just outlined would work if there were truly no coupling

between P- and S-modes. Some residual coupling is, however, unavoid-

able because of imperfect fiber tolerances. A small amount of power

will always be coupled from P-modes to S-modes causing a "noise"

background to reach the detector. This unwanted noise can be reduced

by installing mode filters periodically along the fiber. As mentioned

above, mode filters for S-modes consist simply of fiber sections with an

index profile according to (4), or Fig. lb. If we construct a fiber whose
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tnlrl

n=(1-A)n Q

(c)

Fig. 1— (a) Ideal parabolic-index profile of eq. (3). (b) Truncated parabolic-index
profile of eq. (4). This profile is used for mode filters, (c) Modified parabolic-index
profile of eq. (5). This profile is used for the fiber with intentional mode coupling.

index profile is given by (5), or Fig. lc, for most of its length, but
which is changed to assume the form of (4) shown in Fig. lb for rela-

tive^ short sections periodically interspersed with the rest of the fiber,

we obtain a fiber guide with mode filters for S-modes. Mode filters must
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not be spaced too closely in order to avoid excessive losses. The addi-

tional loss occurs because we cannot avoid coupling between P-modes

and a small group of S-modes that lie immediately adjacent (in mode

number space) to P-modes. Along the boundary between P- and S-

modes, mode spacing cannot be controlled so that we must assume

that the intentionally introduced strong coupling mechanism will

couple P-modes to their immediate S-mode neighbors along their

common mode boundary. The mode niters strip away all S-modes,

thus causing a small amount of loss of power that has been coupled

to the S-mode group near the mode boundary. Design criteria for

optimum mode filter spacings will be given in this paper.

If intentional mode coupling is achieved by introducing index

fluctuations into the fiber core, the mode filters can be incorporated

into the fiber by the same manufacturing process that was used to

produce the intentional fiber "imperfections." On the mode filter

sections, no strong coupling will be provided to avoid additional losses.

We shall show later that coupling can also be provided by small bends

of the fiber axis.

In the following chapters, we provide the necessary information to

explain the mechanism and give design criteria for a modified parabolic-

index fiber with mode coupling.

II. MODE SPECTRUM OF THE MODIFIED PARABOLIC-INDEX FIBER

We have defined P-modes and S-modes in the introduction. P-modes

have field distributions that have (negligibly) small values at the core

boundary r = a. Their properties are nearly identical with the modes

of the ideal, infinitely extended square-law medium. We may associate

rays with these modes. The rays corresponding to P-modes spiral

around the fiber axis in helical paths. Axial rays cross the fiber axis

and move out to a turning point where the tangent to their path is

parallel to the fiber axis. Spiraling rays encounter two turning points,

one near the fiber axis and the other one at larger radii.1 '8 An approxi-

mate field description utilizes the fact that modes in weakly guiding

fibers are nearly linearly polarized7 (at least suitable superpositions

of exact fiber modes are nearly linearly polarized). Their dominant

transverse electric field component can be approximately expressed by

the wkb approximation in the form16

COB (^-f)*-*^' (6)
E = A

({[>(/k)r]2 -/32 }r2 - v*y

with

4> - ['- (\Ln(r)kJ - /3
2
}r

2 - v*)*dr. (7)

Jrt
r
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A is an amplitude coefficient, the integer v is the azimuthal mode
number, /3 the propagation constant, and

k = o^eoMo)*, (8)

the propagation constant of plane waves in free space. The inner

turning point n is the smaller root of the equation

{[n(r)kj - /3
2
}r

2 - v
2 = 0. (9)

Since the denominator of the expression in (6) vanishes, the wkb
approximation seems to fail at the turning points. A more careful

analysis (not used here) is capable of bridging the gap and extending

the validity of the wkb solution across the turning points. The require-

ment of continuity of the field solutions across the turning points

leads to the condition6,8

/
T1

-
r
({[n(r)*J - P)r* - v2)Hr = (2p + \)\- (10)

The upper turning point r-> is the larger root of eq. (9), the integer p
is the radial-mode number. Equation (10) defines the propagation

constant /3 and is called the eigenvalue equation. For P-modes we
have r2 < a and obtain by substitution of (5) or (3) into (10) the

expression

ft
= n2

Qk
2 - 2n - (2A)*(2p + »» + !) (11)

S-modes reach the core boundary. It is well known that an abrupt

index change at the core boundary forces the electric field intensity

to assume very low values at r — a. For all modes, with the exception

of modes very close to cutoff, it is permissable to approximate the

actual value of the electric field by E = at r = a. This condition in

conjunction with (6) and (7) leads to the following eigenvalue equation

for S-modes,

/;
- ({[n(r)fc? - /3

2 }r2 - v*ydr = (2p + f) %• (12)

Substitution of (5) and integration leads to

[(/coa) 2 - 2(n<Jca) 2A - *>
2]*

-v |_arctan
(^^ _^^ _ ^ j + g j

(Koa)
2

I" / (2n^a)»A - Qcoa)
2 \ *]

= (2p + f)x (13)
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with

kI = n 2
k> - (i\ (14)

The guided and radiation modes of the modified parabolic-index

fiber can be displayed in mode-number space. Each mode is charac-

terized by two integers, the azimuthal mode number v and the radial

mode number p. Mode-number space displays the values of v and p

in the plane shown in Fig. 2. For P-modes we can introduce a com-

pound mode number
M = 2p + v + 1 (15)

and express the propagation constant (11) in the form,

= j(nofc) 2 -2^(2A)W (16)

Modes with constant values of M have the same propagation con-

stants and lie on diagonal dotted lines, two of which are shown in

Fig. 2. Cutoff for the S-modes is defined by the condition

= n 2k (17)

or

k = (ng - niyk. (18)

When we substitute (18) into (13), we obtain an implicit equation

for the mode boundary between S-modes and radiation modes shown

in Fig. 2 as the solid line. The boundary between P-modes and S-modes

is defined by the condition in (16) written in the form

(Koa)
2 = 2Wca(2A)*M (19)

and from

Oca) 2 = 2(nokayA + v\ (20)

Equation (20) expresses the requirement that the transition from

P-modes to S-modes occurs when the turning point falls on the core

boundary and is obtained by combining (5), (9), (14), and the con-

dition r = r2 = o. By eliminating x a from (19) and (20), we obtain

a functional relation between v and p which was used to calculate the

dash dotted mode boundary shown in Fig. 2. This figure was computed

with the help of the following parameters,

n = 1.53

n2 = 1.5

ka = 150

A = 0.0098

(21)

These values lead to the following value for the refractive index at the

core boundary: 7io(l — A) = 1.515.

784 THE BELL SYSTEM TECHNICAL JOURNAL, JULY-AUGUST 1976



MODE BOUNDARY

RADIATION MODES

Fig. 2—Mode number space. The solid line is the boundary between S-modes and
radiation modes. The dash-dotted line is the boundary between S-modes and P-modes.
The dotted lines labeled M = 9 and M = 18 are curves of constant compound mode
number M. M = 18 is used as approximate mode boundary.

For the purpose of designing a coupling mechanism for the P-modes,

we need to know the differences between the propagation constants

of the modes. If we let v change by hv and p by 8p, we compute from
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the eigenvalue equation for the P-modes in the form (19),

8k = 8M
/co 2M

with

8M = 28p + 8v. (23)

(22)

8k o

KO

(24)

For the S-modes, we find from (13)

r(«p) + *(*) [arctan
(
M'^"" -

) + f ]

(2p + t)x + v [arctan
(

S*g| E "
2

) + | j
- S

with the abbreviation

S = [(Koa)
2 - 2(nafca) 2A - v

2]*. (25)

The difference of the propagation constants follows from (14)

:

8(3= -*§ —°- (26)
P Ko

We have plotted values for
1
80a \

in Fig. 3. These values were computed

from (22) and (26) for P-modes and from (13), (24), and (26) for

S-modes using the numbers in (21). We also assumed that 8M = ±1.

For P-modes, 8M = ±1 clearly yields the least separation between

guided modes. (8M = would lead to 80 = and is excluded.) Just

as in the case of the step-index fiber, we introduce a selection rule by

properly designing the coupling mechanism (see Section III below).

The selection rule is

8v = ±1. (27)

We may now achieve a transition between neighboring modes with

1
8M

|

= 1 in two different ways. We can either use

8v = ±1, 8p = (28)

or

8v = ±1, |5p = =F1, (29)

where the upper or lower set of signs belong together respectively. All

other combinations lead to bigger values of \8M\ and larger differ-

ences for the separation between the S-modes.

Figure 3 shows that the values of
|
80a \

for P-modes are very nearly

independent of the mode number M. By using a Fourier spectrum (1)

with spatial frequencies in the range da = 0.14 to 0.1415, we couple

all neighboring P-modes with \8M\ = ±1. The hatched area in Fig. 3

labeled "S-modes" indicates the range of \80a\ values that occurs for
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0.28 -

0.16

0.14

0.12

P-MODES

10 12 14 16

MODE NUMBER (M)

Fig. 3—The differences of propagation constants of adjacent modes with |dM |

= 1

as functions of the compound mode number M.

a given value of M. It is apparent how widely the differences between

S-modes with
|
8M\ = ±1 vary. Typically, the combination (28) leads

to smaller 5/3 differences. However, even the smallest spacing between

adjacent S-modes is so much larger than the corresponding spacing

between P-modes that it should be relatively easy to design the

coupling mechanism so that S-modes are not intentionally coupled

among each other. The differences between adjacent P-modes and

S-modes along the dash-dotted mode boundary in Fig. 2 cannot be

calculated from our simplified theory, so that we must assume that

P-modes, lying along the mode boundary, may be coupled to their

S-mode neighbors.

We have now proved that P-modes can be coupled among each other

by a spatial Fourier spectrum of very narrow width and that it is

relatively easy to discriminate between P-mode and S-mode coupling.

It remains to discuss mode coupling, study the degradation of pulse

performance that results from coupling a few S-modes along the mode
boundary to P-modes, and to discuss the performance of the mode
filters.
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III. MODE COUPLING AND PULSE SPREADING

Mode coupling is provided by implanting a refractive-index per-

turbation into the fiber core. 2 Instead of the index distribution n given

in (5), we now use a perturbed refractive-index distribution n so that

we have

n2 _ n2 = I
f(z) cos $ \r\ ^ a. (30)

a

The dependence of (30) on cos <f>
imposes the selection rule (27).

2

Without such a selection rule we could not uncouple P-modes and

S-modes. The linear r dependence indicated in (30) is quite arbitrary.

It is necessary that (30) vanishes at r = in order to have a well de-

fined value of the function at this point. The linear r dependence is

not only the simplest function that vanishes at r = but also one for

which the coupling coefficient can be evaluated. Other r dependent

functions could be used as factors in (30). The function f(z) is assumed

to be a random function with the narrow Fourier spectrum (1) that

assures coupling among the P-modes but prevents coupling between

P-modes and S-modes.

The system of coupled P-modes can be described by coupled-power

equations.2 The coupling coefficients are obtained by solving overlap

integrals including the function (30) multiplied with the electric field

functions of the two modes whose coupling is to be evaluated. The

P-modes are described very well by the Laguerre-Gaussian field solu-

tions of the ideal parabolic-index distribution (3).
9 - 10 - 11 We obtain for

the power-coupling coefficients2 :

h,p,p-i,p = K(p + ") (31)

/W-i.p+i = K(p + 1) (32)

h,p ,v+llP = K{p + v + 1) (33)

^P .,+i lP-i = Kp (34)

with

K ~ 16W <™>- (35)

The symbol ( ) indicates that an ensemble average has been taken.

The argument of the Fourier spectrum function (1) is the appropriate

difference of the propagation constants of the coupled modes according

to (2). [See eq. (75).]

It is our intention to solve the coupled-power equations for the

P-modes with the coupling coefficients given by (31) through (35).

The coupling mechanism postulated by the refractive-index perturba-

tion (30) couples a given mode (v, p) to its neighbors (v + 1, p),
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(v — 1, p + 1), (v — 1, p), and (v + 1, p — 1). In the first two cases,

the M number is increased by one while it is decreased by one in the

third and fourth case. The coupled-power equations thus assume the

form2

~dz vZ ~dt "^ =
^'Pi"+ 1 'P^,'+ 1 'P ~~ 'w

+Ar, I^i.p+i(P^i,jH., - Pyp) + fc,j»,*-i.p(P»-i,, - P„p )

+/i»p.»+i,p-i(P»+i lP-i — P»P). (36)

We have indicated by our notation that the group velocity vM depends
only on the compound mode number M defined by (15) and not on
the individual values of v and p. In addition, all modes are assumed
to suffer the same loss a caused by absorption and random scattering

processes.

To be able to solve equation system (36), we assume that modes
with equal values of the compound mode number M carry equal

amounts of power. It is not obvious that this must be the case, but
we may argue that modes with equal mode number M have identical

propagation constants and, thus, are coupled among each other by
the zero-spatial-frequency component of F(6). The zero-frequency

components of random distortions tend to be very large. Consider,

for example, the departures from perfect straightness of the fiber axis.

No fiber in actual use is ever perfectly straight. In fact, its slow varia-

tions tend to be particularly large so that its power spectrum peaks
at zero spatial frequencies. This fact has been observed whenever
power spectra of fiber distortions have been measured. 1213 Conse-
quently, we assume that modes with equal values of M are strongly

coupled and, hence, equally populated by a coupling process that is

not explicitly taken into account. It is only incorporated into the

analysis by assuming that modes with the same values of M carry

equal amounts of power. Making this assumption and substituting

(31) through (35) into (36) allows us to write,

Pyp = Pm
P»+i,p — r%_i lP+i = Pm+i
Pf-l.p = Pr+l,p—l — Pm-1

(37)

and

ap i an

-e? + h ir + aP" - *w + 1)(p- - Pm)

-M(Pm - Pm-i)J (38)

If the number of guided modes is very large, we may regard them as a
quasi-continuum and treat M approximately as a continuous vari-
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able. 14 This assumption allows us to write the equation system (38)

as a partial differential equation,2

dP
dz
+5^- -*+*£[*£'] (39)

Using (16), we can approximate the inverse group velocity in the

following way
i_ = l ap = no + WM% (40)
Vu c dk c

with the abbreviation

"-TO" (41)

c is the velocity of light in vacuum. We have indicated in Section I

that a group of S-modes along the mode boundary between P- and

S-modes are coupled to the P-modes. These modes have different

group velocities. We incorporate this mode group into our theory by

assuming that the modes with the highest value of M, M = N, have

a group velocity that differs from the law given by (40) for P-modes.

Thus, we use

_L = V± + WIM* + PNH(M - N)l- (42)

The parameter p is the relative amount by which the inverse velocity

difference l/vM - n /c of the mode group with M = N differs from

the normal value. If the S-modes followed the law for the P-mode

group velocity, we would have for the mode group with M = N

J_ = 22 + WN\ (43)
VN c

Equation (42) states instead that the highest-mode group has inverse

group velocity

1 = !L° + (i + P)WN\ (44)
VN c

We solve the time-dependent coupled-power equations in the usual

way.2 First, the time-independent problem is solved. The only differ-

ence from the normal procedure is that, in our present case, we do

not assume that the highest-mode group is depleted by a loss process.

Thus, instead of requiring PN = 0, we assume that power outflow

stops at M = N and require correspondingly

= at M = N. (45)
dM
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The time-independent problem, thus, has the solution

t=o ViV Jo(wi)

The parameters w, are the roots of the Bessel function Ji(x) = with

Mo denned as zero ; thus,

Ui = 0, 3.832, 7.016, 10.123, • • •. (47)

The eigenvalues are

i
= K^ (48)

with K of (35). The coefficients c,- determine the initial power distribu-

tion at z = 0. For large values of z, Pm reaches its steady-state solution

P" =#*-' (49)

which indicates that all modes carry equal amounts of power.

The time-dependent, steady-state solution is known to represent a

pulse with gaussian shape.2
- 3 Its full width (in time) between 1/e

points is given by second-order perturbation theory2 and can be calcu-

lated to assume the following form

:

T=T (l + ^)- (50)

For p = 0, we obtain the pulse width of P-modes that are completely

independent of the S-modes,

_rj 2"Vff»A"W«"
(5l)y

kc(ka) 3 i 2l(F2 (6))Ji2 w '

L is the length of the fiber that has been traversed by the pulse. The
pulse width spreads only proportional to the square root of the dis-

tance traveled. Equation (50) shows that the group of S-modes that

is coupled to the P-modes widens the pulse more if its group velocity

departs more from that of the P-modes—that is, with increasing values

of p. Its influence is reduced with increasing values of the maximum
mode number N.

A comment needs to be made regarding our analysis. We have

calculated the impulse-response width (50) by treating the mode
boundary between P- and S-modes as being parallel to the lines

M = const. Figure 2 shows that this is not strictly true. In addition, it

is not true that all S-modes along the mode boundary have equal

group velocities. Our result must thus be regarded as an estimate and
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we must use an average group velocity for the S-modes. For M = N,

we use the value that is obtained by setting v = N/1.5 in (19) and

(20) and obtain,

N = [0.573noA;aV2A]int. (52)

The subscript "int" attached to the bracket indicates that the nearest

integer to the number in brackets must be taken. The approximate

mode boundary (52) is shown in Fig. 2 as the dotted line labeled

M = 18.

IV. THE INFLUENCE OF RESIDUAL COUPLING BETWEEN P- AND S-MODES

If the intentionally introduced coupling were the only mechanism

by which the guided modes interact, we would have no further problem.

However, residual coupling between all the modes is unavoidable so

that we must consider the problem of power coupling from P-modes

to S-modes and vice versa.

If the P-modes carry light pulses, some of their power will couple to

S-modes. Since S-modes travel with different group velocities, the

power they receive from P-modes spreads out and forms an almost

continuous background of noise power. Some of this power is coupled

back into P-modes so that this noise background reaches the detector

even if we filter out the S-modes before they reach the fiber end.

Periodically spaced mode filters will reduce this noise problem, but

filters increase the overall losses of the system so that it is necessary

to reach a compromise between excess loss due to mode filters and

undesirable noise caused by unintentional S-mode coupling.

We treat the noise problem in two stages. First, we consider the

power-coupling process from P-modes to S-modes, and in the next

step we allow this power to couple back to the P-modes.

Consider the equation system2

^ +-^|-EV, (53)
dz w n at „.

These equations describe only coupling from P-modes to S-modes.

Coupling in the reverse direction is ignored as are losses. For weak

coupling in short, low-loss fiber sections, this equation system is a

reasonable approximation to the complete coupled power equation.

H nil represents the residual, undesired coupling mechanism ; the sum-

mation extends over all P-modes and the indexing system is simplified

by using one symbol for the complete set of mode labels. By using a

double Fourier integral transformation, it is possible to derive the

following solution of (53),

^-^'^^[-(^--(t*8
*)]'

(54)
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which is based on the assumptions that the pulses carried by the P-

modes travel with a uniform velocity v (these pulses are strongly

coupled by the intentional coupling mechanism) and that their shape

is gaussian,2
-
3

r (t-z/vy
p» = exp

(r/2)1
(55)

with energy content

Eu = r p„dt,
J— 00

and that the S-modes are slower than the P-modes,

w„ < v for all n.

(56)

(57)

The shape of the pulse carried by one S-mode is shown in Fig. 4

as the solid line. The shape of the P-mode pulses is indicated by the

dotted line ; the relative height of the two pulses is of no significance.

The width of the S-pulse is

Sz = t(v — w„) = (v — w n)
— (58)

Because the P-pulses are spaced as closely as possible to maximize

the information rate, we may safely assume that the S-pulses overlap

after a distance z that is short compared to the total length of the

fiber. The number of S-pulses that overlap at any given point is, on

average,

V — W n Z

D'
M

-
=
D

=
w,

(59)

where D indicates the spatial separation between the original P-pulses.

S-PULSE P-PULSE

Fig. 4—The solid line is the shape of the S-pulse that results from coupling of

P-mode power whose shape is indicated by the dotted line. The relative height of

the two pulses is of no significance.
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The average power carried by a given S-mode is, thus,

Q n = M.Q n = v^T.H nilEll
. (60)

[The difference of the two error functions in the bracket in (54) assumes

the value 2 over most of the region where its value does not vanish.

Equation (60) can also be obtained directly from (53).]

We have now determined the average power in a given S-mode due

to unintentional power coupling from the P-modes. We have also

convinced ourselves that the S-modes do not carry pulses, because of

extensive pulse overlap, but carry a quasi-continuous background noise

signal.

The amount of noise power that is coupled back from S-modes into

P-modes is obtained from the time-independent coupled-power

equations2

^ = E HW»Q*. (61)

This equation is solved by simple integration. Summing over all modes

and substituting (60) yields the following expression for the total

noise power that is carried by all the P-modes,

np =i:pv = 4lEE H^H^E,. (62)

Greek summation symbols are used to indicate summation over

P-modes while Latin symbols express summation over S-modes.

We assume that the fiber length between mode filters is z = d. At

the end of the fiber of length L, we collect the noise contribution from

L/d fiber sections between mode filters. The total noise is, thus,

N t
= V^ZZZHvnH n,E,. (63)

So far we have ignored absorption and scattering losses. If all modes

suffer identical losses, we only need to multiply (63) by the total loss

that a signal suffers in traveling through the fiber. However, since our

objective is to derive an expression for the signal-to-noise ratio, the

absorption loss drops out in the end because signal and noise suffer

identical losses. The average signal power at the end of the fiber is

S = \ E E,. (64)

The signal-to-noise ratio at the fiber end is, therefore,

S 2D ?
E"

N t vTLd E E HvnH niiE»
v,H n
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If the unintentional coupling coefficients Hnm were known, we could
calculate the signal-to-noise ratio from (65). Equation (65) tells us
that the signal-to-noise ratio improves as the spacing D between pulses

is increased or the pulse width T is decreased. The signal-to-noise

ratio deteriorates with increasing unintentional coupling strength, in

fact this decrease is inversely proportional to the square of the coupling
strength. The signal-to-noise ratio decreases linearly with total fiber

length L and with increasing fiber length d between mode filters. It

is thus advantageous to space the mode filters as closely as the addi-

tional loss that filters introduce will allow.

For practical purposes, it will be necessary to obtain information

about the unintentional mode coupling by making signal-to-noise

measurements on a representative fiber sample. The signal-to-noise

ratio of a fiber sample of length L c follows from (65) if we set L = d
= L c . We may use pulses of length Tc for this measurement (Tc or T
are measured at the end of each fiber) and use a pulse spacing D c for

the calibration measurement. This allows us to express the signal-to-

noise ratio of a fiber with mode filters in terms of the measured signal-

to-noise ratio (s/n) c of a representative fiber sample,

V. LOSSES CAUSED BY MODE FILTERS

We explained in the introduction that mode filters are required to

suppress the buildup of power in the S-modes. A mode filter is simply
a section of fiber—without the mechanism for intentional mode
coupling for P-modes—whose refractive index profile is modified from
the shape of Fig. lc (used for most of the fiber) to the shape of Fig. lb.

Mode filters introduce additional losses because the strong coupling
mechanism provided for the P-modes couples these modes to a group
of S-modes immediately adjacent to the common mode boundary.
Let us first consider how many modes there are for a given compound
mode number. If we count the number of combinations of v and p that
lead to a fixed value of M defined by (15), we find the following
expression,

The subscript "int" indicates in this case that the integer smaller than
the number in brackets must be taken. For simplicity we use the
approximation

MNM tt^- (68)
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As a further approximation, we replace the mode boundary by the

straight line labeled M = 18 in Fig. 2. The total number of P-modes

is now approximately

NTP = £ ^ = W(N + 1). (69)
M = l^i 2

Because of the strong intentional coupling, each P-mode and each

mode in a group of N/r S-modes along the common mode boundary

carries the same amount of energy. The energy reaching the <rth fiber

section is ET,. The total energy loss on the trth fiber section just after

the mode filter is, thus,

EU -*,.--[T^^— + (1 - €~>] *. (70)

The symbol a indicates the losses caused by absorption and random

scattering. We solve the difference equation and use the relation

ad = z (71)

to obtain with the help of (68) (with M = N) and (69),

^ = fe(^4)V^. (72)

At the end of the fiber, we have a total of L/d mode filter sections.

The excess loss caused by the mode filters is, thus,

S'-GSir-^ (73)

This allows us to define the approximate power-loss coefficient per unit

length for the excess filter-loss penalty,

9
2 _ 3.5

Nd nofcaV2A d

Equation (52) was used to obtain the right-hand side of this expres-

sion. Short fiber sections of length d between mode filters (in other

words, more mode filters) thus increase the excess loss.

VI. DISCUSSION AND NUMERICAL EXAMPLES

In the introduction, we have outlined our strategy for reducing pulse

spreading in parabolic-index fibers. We are now in a position to offer

specific design criteria for our approach. The most important aspect

of the fiber design consists in incorporating index fluctuations into the

fiber core that obey the relation (30). As pointed out earlier, the r

dependence of the index perturbations is not particularly important.
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The linear dependence was chosen for convenience. The function f(z)

is a nearly periodic, random function that must contain spatial fre-

quencies in the range

A a a I. (75)

with 50 = 1.15 6A J

[This formula follows from (2) and (26) with the help of (16), (18),

(22), with 8M = 1, and (52)]. The parameter A is defined by (3).

For the numerical example given by (21), we find that 6a (a is the
fiber-core radius) covers the range from 0.14 to 0.1415. To gain insight

into the meaning of these numbers, we assume that the vacuum wave-
length of the light transmitted through our fiber is X = 1 pm. This
means that ka = 150 leads to a core radius of 23.87 /am. The spatial

period length of the almost periodic random function must thus be
A = 1.07 mm.

Next, we must decide what amount of index fluctuation is required

to achieve a desired reduction in the width of the uncoupled pulse

(pulse carried by uncoupled modes). In the absence of coupling, the

pulse width is given by

T« =% A'. (76)

The pulse width in the presence of mode coupling must be smaller

than this value, otherwise steady state has not been reached and (50)

and (51) are not applicable. First, let us consider how much harm
results from coupling between P-modes and the unwanted group of

S-modes along the common mode boundary. Using the values in (21),

we find from (52) that N = 18. Let us (arbitrarily) assume that p = 1

;

we then find from (50) that the pulse width of the coupled modes is

28 percent larger than the width of coupled P-modes in the absence
of S-mode coupling. Ignoring the slight pulse-broadening effect of

residual S-mode coupling, we define an improvement factor R as

R = p- (77)

It is desirable to make R as small as possible and only values with
R < 1 are meaningful. From (51), (52), and (76) we get

R= 1.41ngA> 0.33

(i<p («)>)' (!<*"(«)>)'

The numerical value on the right-hand side was obtained with the
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help of (21). To achieve, for example, R = 0.1 would require

[| <**(*)>]* -3.3.

To understand what this result means in terms of the amplitude of

the refractive-index fluctuations, let us consider that the function f(z)

appearing in (30) has the form

/(*) = A sin [OB + *(•)! (79)

where if/(z) is a random phase function with correlation length D COrr-

The power spectrum of this function denned by (1) is
4

D,
sin2 ["(0-8)

,

corr

Instead of the correlation length D corr , we may introduce the width

89 of the spectral band by the relation

89 = £-• (81)

With Q = 6, we thus obtain from (80) and (81)

[i<™>]
l
= 4 (sr^)

, = 3 -3 ' (82)

(The number on the right-hand side pertains to our example.) This

important relation shows how the amplitude A of the refractive-index

fluctuations is related to the spectral bandwidth 89, the core radius,

and the length of fiber over which a certain improvement factor R
(in our case R = 0.1) is to be achieved. For our example, 9a ranges

from 0.14 to 0.1415 so that we have a89 = 0.0015. Assuming L = 1

km, and using a = 23.87 urn, we have from (82)

A = 1.1 X 10- 5
. (83)

The refractive-index fluctuations follow from (30) and (79) if we

assume that n - n « 1 [n is the perfect index distribution (5)]

:

n - n = ^- - A sin [_9z + +{z)~] cos 0. (84)
2n a

It is apparent from (83) that very slight index fluctuations are very

effective for intentional mode coupling. Much more substantial pulse-

length shortening than R = 0.1 should, thus, be easily achievable.

The random phase fluctuations with correlation length D COrr can be

produced by keeping the phase \J/(z) of (79) constant over a fixed
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distance and introducing a random phase jump periodically in length

intervals Z> Corr- The relation between Dco„ and the desired bandwidth
of the random function is given by (81) and (75).

Not much has been said about the problem of actually implementing

the refractive-index fluctuations prescribed by (30) or (84). In prin-

ciple, it is possible to introduce the refractive-index fluctuation during

the process of preform fabrication, since it is necessary to take special

care to produce the parabolic-index profile in any case. It may thus be
possible to produce the intentional deviations from the perfect para-

bolic-index profile in the core by programming the process of chemical

vapor deposition, or whatever process is used to control the refractive-

index profile. However, there is a much simpler way of realizing a

refractive-index fluctuation of the kind required by (30). Let us write

the index profile inside the fiber core in cartesian coordinates

:

(85)

If we displace the index profile in x direction from its symmetric posi-

tion, we may make the substitution

x -» x - g.

Assuming the displacement g to be small, we obtain instead of (85)

n = n + 2n„ —
2
A (86)

with n once more given by (85). By transforming the cartesian co-

ordinates to cylindrical coordinates using

x = r cos <f>, (87)

we obtain

n2 - n2« 2n„(n - n) = - Unlg - ) cos 0. (88)

Comparison of (30) and (88) allows us to make the following associa-

tion:

/(*) = 4n&£- (89)
(Z

The actual displacement of the fiber axis from perfect straightness can

be expressed as

g = B sin [fiz + *(z)l (90)

with B being the displacement amplitude. Comparison of (79), (89),
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and (90) allows us to use the relation

B = ^4t- (91)

For our example values (21), we thus obtain from (83)

B = 2.9 X lO"3 Mm. (92)

This discussion shows that we may introduce the desired perturbation

by actually bending the fiber axis in the form indicated by (90) with

the very small amplitude B. Such bending could be accomplished by

surrounding the fiber with a suitably strained plastic jacket.

The abrupt refractive-index discontinuity of magnitude n (l — A)

—

n

2 is necessary to insulate the P-modes from the radiation modes by

creating a buffer region of S-modes. The amount of this index step is

actually quite arbitrary. However, it is clear from the general formula

(65) for the signal-to-noise ratio that the sum over n in the denominator

of this expression is larger when it consists of more terms, that is, if

there are more S-modes. To keep the signal-to-noise ratio as small as

possible requires keeping the number of S-modes small, which is

achieved by keeping the abrupt index discontinuity small. What is the

minimum index step that is needed for effective isolation of the

P-modes? We can estimate a minimum index step by the following

consideration. The lowest possible value of the propagation constant

of P-modes is given by

m = no (l - A)*. (93)

The largest propagation constant of the radiation modes (actually,

what we call radiation modes become cladding modes in a fiber with

finite cladding thickness) is given by

fir = njc. (94)

Adjacent groups of P-modes with the same value M of the compound

mode number are spaced a distance (in /3-space) apart. A sufficiently

wide buffer zone of S-modes is required to isolate the P-modes from

radiation modes. Thus, we require that the P-mode group with propa-

gation constant (93) is separated (in /3-space) by 30 from the radiation

modes. This requirement leads us to the desired condition for the

minimum height of the index step

„,(l_A)-»,-f-3^- (95)

For the values listed in (21), we find n (l - A) - n2 = 0.003.

It remains to consider the design of the mode filters. Mode filters

consist of fiber sections with the refractive index distribution of Fig.
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Fig. 5—Refractive-index profile of a fiber providing continuous mode filtering for

S-modes by electromagnetic tunneUng.

lb and serve the purpose of stripping off S-modes. The length of the

filter sections depends on the S-mode losses of the filters. Since S-modes

are leaky waves on the filter sections, their losses are very high, so

that filters 10 cm to 1 m long should be sufficient. We have seen that

the signal-to-noise ratio (66) increases as the distance d between mode
filters decreases. The only limitation on the length of d or the number
of mode filters L/d is the additional loss caused by the filters. If we
decide to tolerate an additional filter loss of 1 dB/km (2a/ = 0.23 km-1

)

for the entire fiber, we find from (74) with the numbers of (21)

d = 0.47 km. (96)

If the filter spacing is reduced below this distance, the filter-loss con-

tributions increase above 1 dB/km.
The signal-to-noise ratio that is caused by unintentional coupling

between P-modes and S-modes can be computed from (66) if a calibra-

tion measurement has been made. In principle, it would be possible

to compute this value from (65) ; however, such a calculation would

require a detailed knowledge of the unintentional power-coupling

coefficients Hvn . In the absence of accurate information of unintentional

fiber imperfections, such a calculation is not possible.

Instead of using discrete mode filters spaced at certain intervals it

is also possible to design the fiber so that mode filtering is achieved

continuously over its entire length. The index profile of such a fiber

is shown in Fig. 5.
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